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Since its creation in 2015, the UEFA Foundation for 
Children has devoted itself to one simple but power-
ful mission: giving the world’s most vulnerable chil-
dren the chance to dream, play and grow through 
football.

In the past decade, we have supported 577 projects 
in 147 countries, bringing opportunities and hope to 
more than 5.7 million children. Refugees, victims of 
war, disabled children and those facing exclusion have 
all found in football not only a game, but a path to 
dignity, inclusion and joy. The foundation has built 
pitches, trained educators, supported schools and pro-
moted programmes that prove every day that this 
game is far more than just a sport.

From refugee camps in Jordan to inner-city neigh-
bourhoods in Europe, and from rural schools in Africa 
to grassroots projects across the world, the foundation 
has endeavoured to create safe spaces where children 
can learn, play and imagine a better future. 

But anniversaries are not only about looking back – 
they are also about looking forward. The challenges 

ahead are many: mental health, persistent inequali-
ties, climate change and the failure of many to respect 
children’s rights. Over the past ten years, we have es-
tablished a reputation for credibility and trust among 
communities, NGOs and institutions, but we need to 
do much more.

The foundation is determined to face these challenges 
by strengthening its local impact, involving as many 
young people as possible and mobilising the entire 
European football community and our partners around 
a common purpose: to make children’s lives better 
and safer. The crises are growing, but so too is our 
determination. For every child, everywhere, football 
must remain a beacon of hope.

Ten years of action. Ten years of solidarity. Ten years 
of believing in children and their unlimited potential. 
We need to keep the momentum and continue the 
foundation’s work – for our young champions. 

Aleksander Čeferin
UEFA President

Ten years of solidarity, 
ten years of hope

5,710,000  
beneficiaries 
reached
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Projects
Funds allocated (% of total)

31 in Europe 
€2,374,845 (47.8%)

21 in Africa 
€1,420,687 (26.6%)

10 in Asia 
€633,823 (12.8%)

3 in South America 
€211,532 (4.3%)

6 in North America 
€273,544 (5.5%)

1 in Oceania 
€150,000 (3%)

72 in total
€5,064,431 (100%)

All projects funded by the foundation are rooted in 
universal values such as respect for minorities and 
the protection of children from all forms of discrim-
ination. In addition, they are all designed with the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
in mind. The icons shown below are used throughout 
this report to denote these areas of focus.

Access to sport: SDGs 3, 5 • Supporting the right 
to play and engage in recreational activities.

Personal development: SDGs 3, 4, 5 • Support-
ing the right to education, to express one’s opinions 
freely and to participate in cultural and artistic life.   

Disabled children: SDGs 3, 4 • Ensuring access to 
special care for disabled children, enabling them to 
lead full and decent lives. 

Conflict victims: SDGs 3, 4, 5, 16 • Protecting 
children in conflict zones against all forms of violence 
as well as supporting refugee children and those in 
detention.

Gender equality: SDGs 5, 8, 10 • Empowering girls 
and protecting against all forms of gender-based dis-
crimination, sexual exploitation and violence. 

Employability: SDGs 1, 4, 5, 8, 10 • Protecting 
children against economic exploitation and any work 
likely to compromise their health or education, and 

providing training and support for young people 
looking for work.

Healthy lifestyle: SDG 3 • Promoting exercise and 
a healthy diet. 

Environmental protection: SDGs 4, 5, 13, 15 • 
Raising awareness among children about the protec-
tion and restoration of our ecosystems. 

Strengthening partnerships: SDGs 16, 17 • Pro-
moting a peaceful and inclusive society and building 
partnerships for sustainable development.

	Infrastructure/equipment: SDG 9 • Providing 
the sports equipment and safe infrastructure needed 
to ensure the right to play and engage in recreational 
activities.

27 November 2024, Nyon

The UEFA Foundation for Children’s board of trustees 
held its first meeting of the season at UEFA’s headquar-
ters in Nyon, Switzerland. Foundation chair Aleksander 
Čeferin opened the session by reaffirming football’s 
power to unite communities and promote respect. He 
underscored the success of UEFA EURO 2024 in en-
gaging thousands of disadvantaged children and 
offering them a unique opportunity to connect with 
the tournament and experience the joy of football.

A highlight of the meeting was the decision to grant 
€5m to 72 impactful projects that leverage sport as a 
tool for social transformation and are aligned with 
both the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
and the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Through 
this funding, the foundation continues to champion 
the rights of vulnerable children and invest in a 
brighter and more inclusive future.

The board also elected Michele Uva, UEFA’s director 
of social and environmental sustainability, as a new 
member following the departure of Kevin Lamour.

24 May 2025, Lisbon

The board’s annual spring meeting took place in Lisbon 
ahead of the 2025 UEFA Women’s Champions League 
final. It focused on two key matters: celebrating the 
foundation’s tenth anniversary and selecting the recip-
ients of the 2025 UEFA Foundation for Children Award.

Following the meeting, the board members visited the 
CAIS Association, a local partner supporting socially 
and economically vulnerable youth. The visit high-
lighted the foundation’s commitment to grassroots 
partnerships and community impact.

The board also had the opportunity to see the latest 
Lay’s RePlay pitch, inaugurated just two days earlier. 
The Lay’s RePlay initiative creatively transforms used 
crisp packets into safe, sustainable football pitches that 
enable local communities to play the beautiful game. 
This is the 12th such pitch developed through the col-
laboration between Lay’s and the foundation. Managed 
by the CAIS Association, it will host educational foot-
ball sessions for local youth, fostering both environ-
mental sustainability and social inclusion.

At the core of 
the institution

Distribution of funds in 2024/25 

Areas of focus    

177 
children's 
dreams 
fulfilled “  

At my school , 
the teachers 
always 
encourage 
girls to 
participate  
in football to 
develop their 
skills and 
health , so 
that girls  
and boys can 
communicate 
and interact 
equally.

— Đặng Ngọc Vy, 
Football for All, 
Vietnam
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Game with Mum and Dad

	 	 Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechia, 
Estonia, Finland, Germany, Italy, Malta, 
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Spain, Switzerland, UK, Argentina, Chile, 
Guatemala, Dominican Republic, India

	 	 Children of Prisoners Europe

		        

Children of Prisoners Europe supports children with 
incarcerated parents by organising football events 
inside prisons across Europe, enabling children to 
play football with their parent or caregiver. It aims to 
strengthen family bonds, reduce stigma and promote 
children’s well-being through shared play and emo-
tional connection.

Mbo Mpenza Challenge 

	 	 Belgium, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Morocco, Senegal

	 	 Impala Performance ASBL

		            

This Belgian initiative uses football to combat dis-
crimination and promote inclusion in schools. It runs 
tournaments and educational workshops, and has de-
veloped a digital platform to track progress, aiming 
to instil participants with values such as respect, diver-
sity and civic responsibility.

A Ball for All AFRICA

	 	 Greece and Africa
	 	 Griiis

		          

This project distributes sound-emitting mini footballs 
to visually impaired children around the world and is 
currently aiming to establish a network of schools in 
Africa and Greece. It promotes inclusive education 
and sport through workshops and teacher training to 
raise awareness and reduce inequalities.

New projects  
worldwide

Every year, the UEFA Foundation for Children hon-
ours charities and organisations nominated by UEFA 
member associations for their exceptional efforts in 
promoting and protecting children’s rights. This year, 
the total award of €1m was allocated equally among 
26 European organisations, each receiving €38,500. 
These funds will support a wide range of initiatives 
that use sport as a vehicle for social change, inclusion 
and empowerment.

The 2025 award winners
Armenia • Girls of Armenia Leadership Soccer 
(GOALS)
Austria • Mentor Management-Entwiscklung- 
Organisation
Azerbaijan • Football Development Foundation
Belgium • Jan Vertonghen Foundation
Bulgaria • Champion Sport
Croatia • Krapina Association of Persons  
with Intellectual Disabilities
Czechia • Special Olympics Czech Republic
Denmark • Brobold (Bridgeball)

England • Make-A-Wish UK
Estonia • Special Olympics Estonia
Germany • AMANDLA
Greece • Eleven Campaign
Italy • Soleterre
Hungary • Hungarian Charity Service  
of the Order of Malta
Lithuania • Futbolo klubas Vilkija
Malta • The Malta Trust Foundation
Moldova • IMSP Republican Rehabilitation  
Center for Children
Northern Ireland • Irish FA Foundation
North Macedonia • Idnina primary school  
and resource centre
Norway • Advisory foundation in support  
of the UN’s Football for the Goals
Republic of Ireland • Muscular Dystrophy Ireland
Russia • Krylia mechty children’s football club  
and project
Serbia • Angelina
Spain • Babies Uganda
Sweden • Min Stora Dag (My Special Day)
Switzerland • Swiss Academy for Development

UEFA Foundation 
for Children  
Award 2025

€ 50,392,135    
invested  
in projects

“  
I started 
playing 
football when 
I was 10 years 
old. I gained 
a lot of 
knowledge 
and discipline. 
Football has 
become very 
important  
in my life .

— Adi Litia,  
Just Play, Fiji

https://youtu.be/xBJJLCcoT8s
https://youtube.com/shorts/x3YYwmyb4v0
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Improvement of the protective 
environment and well-being  
of children at the Habbena  
recreation centre in N’Djamena

	 	Chad
	 	INTERSOS

		          

This project seeks to improve sports infrastructure at 
the Habbena recreation centre and provide a safe place 
for children. It will achieve this by facilitating the con-
struction of a football pitch, hygiene facilities and child- 
friendly spaces. Through the project, children receive 
psychosocial support, learn about the importance of 
the environment and undergo leadership training, all of 
which foster well-being and community engagement.

Young Women’s Economic  
Empowerment at Malaika

	 	 Democratic Republic of Congo
	 	 Georges Malaika Foundation

		        

The Georges Malaika Foundation empowers girls aged 
13 and older by teaching them about entrepreneurship 
and financial literacy and giving them access to vo-
cational training. The project offers internships, seed 
funding and leadership development to help young 
women in rural parts of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo to launch businesses and escape poverty. It 
combines education with real-world experience.

Youth Transformation

	 	 Kenya
	 	 Mathare Youth Sports Association

		            

The Youth Transformation project uses football to steer 
young people in Nairobi’s Mathare slum away from 
crime and drugs. It promotes leadership, gender equity 
and social inclusion through sport and education, 
running leagues, life skills workshops, mentorship 
programmes and school outreach campaigns.

Football4Wildlife:  
Kick the Ball , Save  
our Wildlife

	 	 Kenya
	 	 Water4Wildlife Maasai Mara

		            

This project combines football with educational ses-
sions on wildlife conservation in the Maasai Mara 
national reserve. Children play on new pitches while 
learning from rangers about protecting nature. The 
initiative fosters environmental stewardship and aims 
to inspire future conservationists.

Sportducation

	 	 Liberia
	 	 Aletha’s Legacy

		        

Aletha’s Legacy is boosting school attendance in Logan 
Town through sport and education. It trains coaches, 
runs peacebuilding workshops and provides resources 
for underprivileged children. The goal is to improve 
academic outcomes and offer hope through struc-
tured play and learning.

Educafoot

	 	 Benin, Ivory Coast and Senegal
	 	 Association Kenskoazell Afrika

		              

The Educafoot project uses football to promote edu-
cation, gender equality and environmental awareness 
in under-resourced schools in Benin, Ivory Coast and 
Senegal. Over a three-year period, the initiative will 
equip between 15 and 45 schools annually and or-
ganise a year-long interschool tournament that blends 
sports with academic challenges in mathematics, 
French and physical education. The project fosters 
teamwork, leadership and respect among thousands 
of children. 

Empowering and  
Integrating Youth in Conflict  
with the Law 

	 	Cameroon and Madagascar
	 	Grandir Dignement

		              

This initiative supports adolescents in detention by 
providing them with access to sport, education and 
psychosocial care. The project also improves condi-
tions for children in detention, offers vocational train-
ing and promotes children’s rights. Football and the 
arts are used to foster rehabilitation and reintegration 
into society.

ADEC: Promoting children’s  
education and personal  
development through sport

	 	 Cape Verde
	 	 Cabo Verde Stiftung für Bildung  

(Cabo Verde Foundation for Education)

		          

ADEC (Academy of Sports, Education and Culture) sup-
ports vulnerable children, especially girls, in Calheta on 
the island of Santiago through academic tutoring and 
football. It aims to break the cycle of poverty by improv-
ing access to education, promoting gender equality in 
sport and enhancing youth employability. Football is 
used to teach discipline, teamwork and perseverance.

She Should Play

	 	Central African Republic
	 	iACT

		              

The She Should Play project empowers girls in Bangui 
by increasing their access to football, challenging gen-
der norms and promoting self-confidence. It provides 
participants with equipment and hygiene products 
and runs football camps for girls aged 8 to 17. The 
initiative helps girls to see themselves as equals in 
sport and society.

New projects  
in Africa

50  
schools  
and sports 
facilities 
renovated

39,788    
children 
invited to 
attend UEFA 
matches

https://youtu.be/TjfpCY5LvqY
https://youtu.be/jVYkAqKh6U0


1110 ACTIVITY REPORT 2024/25

Badgers Next Gen

	 	 South Africa
	 	 Badgers Football Academy

		        

Run by women for girls, Badgers Football Academy in 
Cape Town offers safe, professional training, mentor-
ship and academic support. It tackles gender-based 
violence and inequality by creating inclusive spaces 
and empowering young women through sport.

Sport for Youth Development

	 	 South Africa
	 	 Grootbos Foundation

		              

The Grootbos Foundation runs sports activities dur-
ing and after school for 3,000 children in Gansbaai, 
in addition to offering mental health support and en-
vironmental awareness sessions. It promotes gender 
equality, conservation and employability through 
inclusive, community-driven activities.

Igombe sports and  
community centre

	 	 Tanzania 
	 	 Sports Charity Mwanza

		        

Sports Charity Mwanza is building a multi-sport facil-
ity in Mwanza to reduce delinquency among young 
people and improve health. It offers structured ac-
tivities, training for volunteer coaches and welcomes 
participants of all ages, especially school-leavers 
lacking recreational opportunities.

Sports for Resilience and  
Empowerment Project (SREP)

	 	 Uganda
	 	 The Aliguma Foundation

		                    

SREP is building a modern primary school in rural 
Uganda and integrating sport and life skills into the 
school curriculum. The aim is to reduce dropout rates, 
promote gender equality and empower communities 
through improved infrastructure and teacher training.

Empowering Zambian  
adolescents to conserve nature 
through sport

	 	 Zambia
	 	 Game Rangers International

		                

This project is facilitating the construction of a multi- 
purpose youth sports centre for the remote Basanga 
community to promote skills development, health 
and gender equality. In addition, the project offers 
vocational courses, sexual health workshops and en-
vironmental conservation training to reduce wildlife 
crime and empower young people.

Environmental Youth Ball  
Games and Community  
Competitions

	 	 Zimbabwe
	 	 African Wildlife Conservation Fund Inc 

		        

This initiative is promoting environmental awareness 
and youth engagement in rural Zimbabwe through 
football tournaments and community events, combin-
ing sport with educational activities focused on con-
servation, climate action and sustainable practices.

Construction of an artificial  
football pitch

	 	 Madagascar 
	 	 AKAMASOA

		              

This project is facilitating the construction of a syn-
thetic football pitch for 2,190 schoolchildren in Antolo-
janahary, providing them with a safe space for daily 
sports and weekend matches, while promoting com-
munity, fun and physical activity in one of the world’s 
poorest countries.

Empowering Mchinji Youth 
Through Sports

	 	 Malawi 
	 	 Our Aim Foundation

		            

This project aims to revitalise sports infrastructure in 
Mchinji and promote youth development through 
football, netball and traditional games. Our Aim Foun-
dation trains young leaders and hosts community 
events to foster inclusion, health and local talent, 
while working to ensure gender-equal participation.

Blind Solidarity

	 	 Mali
	 	 Association Libre Vue

		                

The Blind Solidarity project promotes inclusion through 
blind football, providing training, equipment and a 
dedicated pitch to a school for visually impaired chil-
dren in Bamako. It also raises awareness about disabil-
ity and supports Mali’s national blind football team.

Génération Sportive

	 	 Morocco, Tunisia and Libya
	 	 Tibu Africa

		              

This initiative integrates sport into school curriculums 
to improve physical and mental health, reduce drop-
out rates and promote gender equality. Tibu Africa 
trains young adults as coaches and delivers fun, edu-
cational activities to 12,000 children in conflict-affected 
areas.

Mutola Cup Football League  
for Girls’ Rights

	 	 Mozambique
	 	 Associação Futebol dá força

		        

The Mutola Cup empowers girls through football, ed-
ucational health workshops and life skills training. By 
creating safe, supportive environments and integrat-
ing gender equality and sexual and reproductive health 
and rights into the national school curriculum, this 
project is also helping to prevent child marriage and 
teenage pregnancy.

Fun Football in Nigeria

	 	 Nigeria
	 	 Cross Cultures Project Association

		        

This project promotes peace, empowers young adults 
and protects children in regions of Nigeria affected by 
conflict. It uses football to unite communities, support 
vulnerable children and train unemployed young 
adults for careers in grassroots sport and education.

“  
I was only 
looking for a 
place to play 
football , but  
I found so 
much more .  
I found a 
family that 
understands 
me and friends 
who became 
part of my 
journey.

— Farah, AFDP 
Global (Zaatari 
Camp, Jordan)

3,120     
clubs engaged  
in project 
implementation

https://youtu.be/HMpoBaay6uU
https://youtu.be/jhp_B7Oypac
https://youtu.be/1LGKxe69rvU
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Fields of Future

	 	 Iraq
	 	 Al-Mesalla organisation for human 

resources development

		        

The Fields of Future project integrates sport into ed-
ucation in regions of Iraq that have been affected by 
conflict, enhancing well-being and social cohesion. 
Eight schools receive equipment and training, with 
weekly sports sessions and interschool tournaments 
taking place to promote unity and inclusion.

Kick for Hope

	 	 Jordan
	 	 Association Football Development  

Programme Global

		                

Kick for Hope supports Syrian refugees in the Zaatari 
and Azraq camps by offering football, life skills and 
training for coaches. It also runs youth leagues and 
maintains safe play environments. The project is fos-
tering personal development and supporting conflict 
resolution. 

Football for All

	 	 Lebanon
	 	 Tawazon Initiative for Development

		        

The Football for All project provides structured foot-
ball training to children in Lebanon from deprived 
backgrounds who have been affected by the numer-
ous crises in the country in recent years. It promotes 
values like fair play and solidarity, offering partici-
pants a safe space and respite from political and so-
cial tensions. 

GOALS-S: Getting Opportunities 
and Learning in Social Studies

	 	 Nepal
	 	 Childreach Nepal

		          

This project works with the Chepang community and 
combines sport and social studies to teach children 
about their rights, while raising awareness among 
parents and communities about child protection. It 
uses play-based learning to challenge harmful tradi-
tions and trains teachers in immersive, child-friendly 
methods. 

Girls Community League

	 	 Philippines
	 	 FundLife International Inc. 

		          

Designed for girls affected by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and Typhoon Rai, this project offers safe play 
spaces, educational support and life skills training. It 
helps girls to keep going to school, build their confi-
dence and improve their future employability. 

Football for All

	 	 Vietnam
	 	 Football Association of Norway/ 

Football for All in Vietnam

		                

An expansion of the ongoing Football for All initia-
tive, this project promotes gender equality and life 
skills among ethnic minorities. It supports 138 clubs 
and aims to create 30 new ones, while also offering 
coaching, festivals and climate education sessions to 
empower girls and foster inclusion.

Ensuring access to education  
for Afghan girls

	 	 Afghanistan
	 	 Right to Learn Afghanistan

		          

This project uses the Darakht-e Danesh Academi 
platform to provide Afghan girls who are banned 
from formal schooling with access to education. It 
offers live online classes, a vast resource library and 
professional development opportunities for female 
teachers. Students also receive learning supplies and 
food to support their families. 

Education and sport  
for vulnerable children

	 	 Afghanistan
	 	 Action for Development

		              

This initiative offers semi-formal education, football 
training, health checks and vocational training to chil-
dren working on the streets and girls excluded from 
school. It aims to reduce poverty and child labour, while 
promoting gender equality and mental well-being. 

Leadership through Sports

	 	 Cambodia
	 	 Children’s Future International

		                    

The Leadership through Sports project helps 1,000 
vulnerable children and young adults in rural Cam-
bodia to develop leadership and life skills through 
sport. The project has facilitated the construction of 
a new sports complex and the development of a cur-
riculum that fosters teamwork, communication and 
gender equality, while also engaging the wider com-
munity in positive activities.

Score! Kick away drugs and  
smoking among youth using  
the power of football

	 	 Indonesia
	 	 ASA Foundation

		          

This project uses football to educate 6,000 students 
in Jakarta about the dangers of drugs and smoking. 
It trains teachers, promotes gender equality and 
builds leadership and teamwork skills through week-
ly health-focused football sessions and community 
workshops.  

New projects  
in Asia

Projects 
implemented  
in 147  
countries 
worldwide

“  
The best part 
is that it ’s 
not just about 
winning or 
losing, but 
about the 
experience 
and emotions 
it brings.

— Job Wienen, 
Coach at  
De Bijzondere 
Eredivisie  
(Netherlands)

https://youtu.be/rizchwXlbao
https://youtu.be/VXwN3MfCf3o
https://youtu.be/XGCAZEnFBxU
https://youtu.be/z1P2bU4Te3E
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Child Rights and Football  
Curriculum

	 	 Mexico
	 	 Street Child United

		        

Street Child United educates over 1,400 vulnerable 
young people across six Mexican cities about their 
rights, using football as a tool for social change. Local 
coaches are trained to deliver an eight-week curric-
ulum that combines sport and lessons about rights. 
The initiative emphasises sustainability through a 
train-the-trainer model and ongoing evaluation. 

StationSoccer – HE Holmes

	 	 USA
	 	 Soccer in the Streets

		        

StationSoccer – HE Holmes is a football and life skills 
programme based in the subway station of the same 
name in the Collier Heights neighbourhood, one of 
Atlanta’s most underinvested communities. It provides 
free football and social and emotional learning sessions 
to 150 children aged 6 to 12, most of whom are new 
to the sport. The project removes cost and transport 
barriers, promotes resilience and self-awareness and 
trains coaches to support children facing adversity. 

SOUTH AMERICA

Values on the Field: Football for 
social development and equality

	 	 Argentina
	 	 River Plate Foundation

		            

This project is using football to support the holistic 
development of vulnerable children aged 6 to 14 in 
Argentina. It operates in seven Football and Values 
Schools, promoting education, inclusion and per-
sonal growth, especially among girls and indigenous 
communities. It also trains social leaders and is help-
ing to build community through interschool events 
and the construction of multi-sport courts. 

The Green Side: Football  
against crime in Medellín

	 	 Colombia
	 	 Ankla Foundation

		          

Targeting two high-risk neighbourhoods in Medellín, 
this initiative uses football to protect children from 
gang recruitment and violence. It offers regular train-
ing sessions, psychosocial workshops and individual 
support to 320 children, aiming to foster peaceful 
coexistence, mental well-being and personal devel-
opment.

Sinkumunchis Andahuaylas Schools

	 	 Peru
	 	 Sinkumunchis Foundation

		      

This project is empowering Quechua-speaking chil-
dren in the rural Andean regions of Peru through foot-
ball and education. It runs training sessions twice a 
week, competitive leagues and interdisciplinary work-
shops for 800 children and youth, helping them to 
build confidence, preserve their cultural identity and 
develop social skills using the Sinkumunchis meth-
odology.

NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

Goals for children, equity 
and the environment

	 	 Costa Rica
	 	 Fundación Fútbol por mi país

		          

Fundación Fútbol por mi país empowers children in 
rural Costa Rica through football-based educational 
sessions that focus on values like honesty, respect and 
solidarity. The project promotes gender equality, envi-
ronmental awareness and community engagement 
through inclusive football matches, life skills training 
and family workshops. Activities include beach clean-
ups, recycling drives and an annual project that inspires 
participants to build a better future for themselves. 
The project benefits nearly 600 children and teenagers 
aged 6 to 17 across five communities. 

Aktive Jen Yo  
(Activating young people)

	 	 Haiti
	 	 GOALS Haiti  

          

This initiative runs in underserved rural areas of Haiti 
and combines football with literacy classes, educational 
sessions on health and community service projects to 
support the personal development of young people. 
It fosters physical and mental well-being, leadership 
skills and gender equality through daily ’purposeful 
play’ and workshops. The project also encourages 
climate action and civic engagement to build resilient, 
empowered communities.

UniDeportes: Football for  
rural youth empowerment

	 	 Honduras
	 	 educate.

		        

This project helps young people living in rural areas of 
Honduras to develop leadership skills, teamwork and 
community spirit through football and monthly work-
shops. It trains young leaders to run sports events 
and promotes gender equality by ensuring that at 
least 50% of participants are girls. The initiative also 
plans to launch the region’s first youth football league, 
creating inclusive spaces for growth and connection. 

New projects  
in the Americas

335     
partners 
directly 
financed  
by the 
foundation

“  
I was working 
in a stone 
quarry when 
the Aliguma 
Foundation 
discovered 
me. They took 
me to school 
and have 
supported me 
ever since, 
making my 
dreams come 
true.

— Janet,  
The Aliguma 
Foundation, 
Uganda

https://youtu.be/trGFfG_wymY
https://youtu.be/rWVcDdXfXtU
https://youtu.be/9ygpmZHqxi8
https://youtu.be/b_SYdwcWgug
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Football for inclusion  
and equity for every child

	 	 Armenia
	 	 Bridge of Hope

		          

Based in Armenia, this initiative promotes inclusive 
football for children with disabilities and girls, chal-
lenging societal norms and widening access to sport. 
It is working to train teachers, improve infrastructure 
and advocate for inclusive sports policies.

Life Goals: Future Skills  
through Football

	 	 Austria
	 	 Breaking Grounds – Social Change  

through Sport 

		        

This project uses football to teach life skills like per-
severance, self-confidence and emotional resilience to 
children at risk of poverty and exclusion. It combines 
sports sessions with reflective learning to foster long-
term personal development. Since 2021, more than 
2,700 children have demonstrably increased their self- 
efficacy with the Life Goals method.

Youth Sports Games 2025

	 	 Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia 
and Slovenia

	 	 Association for Sport, Recreation and 
Education – Youth Games

		          

Over 340,000 children are expected to participate in 
the 2025 Youth Sports Games, the largest amateur 
sports event for children and young adults in Europe. 
It promotes healthy lifestyles, fair play and social in-
clusion.

The Fair Play Accelerator:  
Bridging the social gap  
through fair play

	 	 Czechia
	 	 Fair Play Point

		          

This project aims to foster the social inclusion of Roma 
young people in Czechia through football and edu-
cational activities. It connects 50 youth centres, runs 
regional and national fair play events and trains youth 
leaders to promote equality and self-development.

New projects  
in Europe

Rouge et Bleu school at Necker 
children’s hospital

	 	 France
	 	 Fonds de Dotation Paris Saint-Germain

		          

Located in Paris, this initiative gives children in hos-
pital access to sports and cultural activities. It fosters 
inclusion by bringing together hospitalised and non- 
hospitalised children, promoting learning, tolerance 
and well-being.

Second Chances

	 	 Hungary
	 	 Second Chance Sport Association

		            

The Second Chances project supports at-risk children 
through football and life skills training. It fosters in-
clusion, critical thinking and empowerment through 
sports, digital skills training and community-building 
activities, helping participants to reclaim agency over 
their lives.

Football versus Discrimination

	 	 Ireland
	 	 Sport Against Racism Ireland (SARI)

		            

This project uses football to combat racism, homo-
phobia, sexism and other forms of discrimination in 
Irish schools. Coaches from diverse backgrounds de-
liver workshops that promote inclusion, human rights 
and cultural understanding, and support the inte-
gration of migrant and refugee children.

Powering Potential	

	 	 Ireland, Northern Ireland and UK
	 	 Rio Ferdinand Foundation

		      

The Rio Ferdinand Foundation runs a football-based 
programme to boost the employability of marginal-
ised young adults. It offers participants mentoring 
and skills training and connects them with role mod-
els and career opportunities in creative and sports 
industries.

Sport in the Service of Peace

	 	 Israel
	 	 Peres Center for Peace and Innovation

		        

A peacebuilding initiative that brings Jewish and Arab 
children together through football. This project facili-
tates intercultural dialogue and organises language 
learning activities and mixed team matches to foster 
trust, respect and cooperation in a region affected by 
conflict.

The dream starts here!

	 	 Italy
	 	 ASD Centro Olimpia Giarratana

		    

This project is revitalising a community sports club in 
Sicily to provide a safe, inclusive space for children. 
It promotes personal development through football 
and volleyball, while upgrading existing sport facili-
ties to support long-term community engagement.

7,258      
institutions 
involved 
(schools, 
public  
structures, 
and state 
entities)

“  
In our village, 
girls don’t 
play football , 
and people 
say it ’s only 
for boys. But I 
love football , 
so I joined 
– and my 
family agreed 
to let me play.

— Salma Selim, 
Terre des Hommes, 
Egypt

https://youtu.be/fTQwUJF9Q4Y
https://youtu.be/eI5e_MTRIj4
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Gender Equality in Off-Side

	 	 Kosovo
	 	 KFV Prishtina

		                  

This initiative empowers girls of all abilities through 
football, promoting inclusion and encouraging them 
to challenge gender norms. KFV Prishtina is upgrad-
ing infrastructure, organising mixed-gender leagues 
and partnering with FC Barcelona and Down Syn-
drome Kosova.

Promoting Inclusive Education 
through Accessible Sports

	 	 Kosovo
	 	 Save the Children Switzerland

		            

This project supports marginalised children, especially 
disabled children, by equipping schools with adaptive 
sports equipment and training teachers in inclusive 
practices. It also runs awareness campaigns to reduce 
stigma and promote equal access to education.

Vilnius Social Club’s football  
programme 

	 	 Lithuania
	 	 Vilnius Social Club

		        

This programme uses football to support vulnerable 
young people and promote emotional development, 
teamwork and social inclusion. It welcomes children 
from all backgrounds, including migrants and those 
affected by war or poverty.

Football for Economic  
Empowerment and Improved 
Mental Health

	 	 Netherlands
	 	 KNVB WorldCoaches

		          

The project trains young asylum seekers in Ter Apel as 
community coaches to lead sports activities for chil-
dren, using structured football sessions to build lead-
ership, improve mental health and foster a sense of 
purpose and inclusion.

Special Premier League

	 	 Netherlands
	 	 Stichting Het Gehandicapte Kind

		      

The Special Premier League is the world’s first league 
in which disabled children play for professional foot-
ball clubs. Players sign real contracts, are introduced 
to the press and have the chance to live their football 
dreams. It increases the visibility of disabled children, 
boosts their confidence and promotes inclusion.

Football3 at school

	 	 Poland
	 	 Stowarzyszenie Trenuj Bycie Dobrym

		            

This initiative tackles gender stereotypes in football by 
promoting the inclusive football3 method in schools. 
Trenuj Bycie Dobrym trains teachers, engages children 
in mixed gender play and hosts tournaments to foster 
equality and teamwork.

The foundation  
celebrates 
ten years

In 2014, at its 38th Ordinary Congress, UEFA took a decisive step towards deepening its social impact. On the 
initiative of the then president Michel Platini, the UEFA Foundation for Children was set up – an independent 
charitable organisation dedicated to using the power of sport to support humanitarian projects and promote 
children’s rights around the world. This move reflected UEFA’s long-standing commitment to helping 
children in vulnerable situations and its desire to play a more active role in society.

Formally established under Swiss law in January 2015 and operational by April of the same year, the founda-
tion set out with a clear mission: to bring hope, joy and opportunity to children through football. Over the 
past decade, it has championed causes ranging from access to sport and education to gender equality, 
environmental protection and support for conflict victims. As we celebrate ten years of the foundation, 
we honour the vision that sparked this journey and the countless lives it has touched.

At the time, the foundation’s first chair, José Manuel Durão Barroso, declared: “Children are the single most 
important thing at stake in the world today. They deserve more than good intentions – they require strong, 
collective action from all corners of society. UEFA, conscious of its global reach, has chosen to act on behalf 
of children everywhere, and I am proud to be part of this noble cause. The UEFA Foundation for Children 
embodies a simple yet ambitious mission, rooted in profound humanity: to support future generations in 
health, education, inclusion and access to sport. It reflects a desire that has always inspired me – to turn 
fundamental values, such as human dignity, solidarity and hope, into real opportunities for children to 
improve their lives. Together, we must act to guarantee them a future full of promise. Because by acting on 
behalf of children today, we are shaping the society of tomorrow.”

In 2025, the UEFA Foundation for Children celebrated a decade of transformative work that has brought 
hope, inclusion and opportunity to millions of children worldwide. This milestone was marked by a series 
of special events, heartfelt reflections and inspiring stories that highlighted the foundation’s unwavering 
commitment to social responsibility through football.

How it all started…

1,747   
UEFA 
Foundation 
kits  
distributed 
(five balls, 
one pump, 
one ball bag 
and two sets 
of 12 bibs)

https://youtu.be/0HW5gmoF9tg
https://youtu.be/R9VIFCmgcxM
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UEFA Congress 
in Belgrade

The festivities kicked off at the annual UEFA Congress in Belgrade, at which UEFA and the foundation in-
vited all UEFA member associations to take part in a special initiative. A total of €1m was to be distributed 
equally among participating associations so that they could develop social projects or events to support 
disadvantaged children in their own communities.

This initiative was a sincere expression of unity and solidarity. It reflected the generosity and shared pur-
pose of the European football community and the belief that, together, we can offer hope and opportu-
nity to those who need it most. It was also a celebration of the values that define football at its best – fair 
play, inclusion and community spirit.

Aleksander Čeferin, chair of the foundation, said: “The foundation is dedicated to bringing the magic of 
football to every child, creating a safe and joyful space where they can dream, play and grow. With hope 
in their hearts and the right tools in their hands, they can and will build a brighter future. This initiative is 
another beautiful reflection of the compassion, solidarity and shared commitment that lives within the 
European football community.” 

The Congress concluded with a performance by beneficiaries of our partner Football Friends, which organises 
football programmes for vulnerable children in Belgrade. The children sang Happy Birthday to celebrate 
the foundation’s anniversary.

Call to action
In a powerful show of solidarity, 36 national associations accepted UEFA’s call to action, embracing the 
opportunity to make a meaningful difference in the lives of disadvantaged children. Each association re-
ceived dedicated funding to implement a project or organise a social event aimed at creating a lasting 
impact. These initiatives, often carried out in collaboration with local NGOs, were designed to be com-
pleted within a one-year time frame. Fittingly, information about these projects was first shared on 24 
April, the foundation’s tenth anniversary – a symbolic day that celebrates both the journey and the future 
of this shared commitment.

COUNTRY	 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OR PARTNER	 PROJECT

Austria 	 Mentor (association for education	 Tore für meine Zukunft
	 and integration)	 (goals for my future)

Azerbaijan 	 Regional Development Public Union	 A football tournament for children 		
		  (April 2025)

Belarus	 Down syndrome – Inclusion	 Football training sessions for children 	
		  with down syndrome

Belgium 	 Royal Belgian Football Association	 Belgian Red Courts

Bulgaria	 Tang Ra football club 	 Football for Roma children 

Croatia 	 Plavi cvijet association	 AUT football camp 
	 (Blue Flower Association)

Denmark	 Parasport Denmark	 A part of the team

England	 Rays of Sunshine 	 Sunshine Strikes at Wembley 

Estonia	 Tallinna FC Flora 	 Football festival

Faroe Islands	 Red Cross Faroe Islands	 Summer camp 

Finland	 Member clubs	 Fair Play (encouraging positive behaviour 	
		  at children’s football matches)

Germany	 DFB Foundation Egidius Braun, 	 Kinderträume (Children’s dreams) 
	 Hopp-Kindertumorzentrum (Hopp  
	 Children’s Cancer Center) and Deutsche  
	 Kinderkrebsstiftung (German Childhood  
	 Cancer Foundation)	  

Greece	 Together for Children	 Hara Games

Hungary	 Hungarian Charity Service of the 	 Special experience for children from 
	 Order of Malta	 disadvantaged regions

Italy	 Scholas Foundation Italy 	 Zona Luce (light zone): Football as  
		  a pathway to change

Latvia 	 SOS Village Latvia	 All-Latvian Football Festivals for  
		  Disadvantaged Children and Youth

Liechtenstein	 SOS-Kinderdorf Liechtenstein 	 SOS-Familienunterstützung

Lithuania	 A Lyga 	 Special events including children  
		  from socially vulnerable groups

Northern Ireland	 Irish FA Foundation and TAMHI (Tackling 	 Football for Futures 
	 Awareness of Mental Health Issues)	  

North Macedonia	 FC Karpošovo	 Inclusion of disabled children 
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Malta	 Malta Football Association	 Autism-friendly football sessions

Moldova	 IMSP Republican Rehabilitation	 Inclusive football project for children  
	 Center for Children	 with special needs

Netherlands	 Central Agency for the Reception 	 Coaching courses for young asylum 	
	 of Asylum Seekers	 seekers	

Norway	 Football Association of Norway, 	 A Vision for Inclusive Growth 
	 Nordland region and FK Bodø/Glimt 	

Portugal 	 Associação Juvenil Desportiva	 Fintas para todos  
	 Braga/Fintas

Russia	 Russian Football Union 	 Football and orphans

San Marino	 Lions Club San Marino, Federazione 	 Telethon CAMK2B 
	 Sammarinese Sport Speciali	

Scotland	 Autism Football Association 	 Play, Participate & Compete 

Slovakia	 Aktivity Pro	 Let’s Help Together

Slovenia	 Fran Miličinski Institution in Smlednik 	 Football for children with emotional 	
		  and behavioural difficulties	

Spain	 Royal Spanish Football Federation	 Equipazo (Super Team)

Sweden	 Parasport Stockholm, Älvsjö AIK football 	 Team Solstrålarna (Sunrays) 
	 club, Swedish Sport Confederation  
	 Stockholm	

Switzerland	 Swiss Olympic Academy	 E-learning course on gender diversity

Türkiye	 The Turkish Football Federation’s regional 	Kick-off for Children 
	 office, Ministry of Internal Affairs, Malatya  
	 Municipality, AFAD (Disaster and  
	 Emergency Management Presidency)	

Ukraine	 Ukrainian Association of Football	 Open football festival to mark 		
		  Children’s Day

Wales	 Football Association of Wales	 PAWB Support Programme  
		  (pawb means “everyone” in Welsh)

Celebrating inclusion  
at the UEFA Youth 
League final

The celebrations continued at the UEFA Youth League final, at which two standout events, organised with our 
partner Football Is More and supported by the Kaizen Foundation, delivered a powerful message of inclusion.

Conference on inclusion:  
Football as a catalyst for social change
A special conference took place at Château de Bossey, near the foundation’s headquarters in Switzerland, 
on the role of football in social responsibility and inclusion for children. Moderated by Prof. Dr Mathias 
Bellinghausen (University of Applied Management in Cologne) and Uli Voigt (German Football Association), 
the event explored how football’s global reach can foster greater inclusion and integration for children. 
Keynote speaker Prof. Dr Jürgen Buschmann opened the session, which was followed by a dynamic panel 
discussion featuring leaders from clubs, foundations and UEFA. Topics including the implementation of social 
projects across clubs and leagues, and the structural, organisational and financial needs for sustainable impact. 
This gathering of experts underscored football’s potential to drive meaningful change and create inclusive 
opportunities for all.

Dominique Blanc, the then president of the Swiss FA and board member of the foundation commented: 
“As a UEFA Foundation for Children board member, I am deeply committed to the values of integration 
and inclusion. In line with the Swiss FA’s new strategy, we have made integration a priority. We support 
Football for All project across the country and at every age level. This includes dedicated programmes for 
people from immigrant backgrounds, strong collaboration with the Special Olympics and support for clubs 
that wish to include disabled people, migrants or people in vulnerable situations. Together with our partners, 
we are also developing inclusive grassroots initiatives to ensure football truly belongs to everyone.”

Amputee match in Nyon
Later in the day, the spotlight shifted to Colovray sports centre in Nyon for a special amputee football match, 
organised in collaboration with Football Is More. Featuring players from England, Greece and Poland, this 
inspiring event showcased the talent and resilience of amputee athletes. UEFA ambassador Johan Djourou 
was one of the fervent supporters of this match and participated in the medal ceremony, alongside with 
UEFA general secretary Theodore Theodoridis.

After the match, he declared: “I’m absolutely blown away by their level of athleticism, skill and speed. 
Watching amputee players compete, I don’t see limitations – I see passion. They’re not feeling sorry for 
themselves; they’re out there playing with joy and determination. That mindset should inspire us all, no 
matter the challenge.”

Throughout the UEFA Youth League tournament, the UEFA Foundation for Children had a stand at the Youth 
Plaza, where the public could try walking football – an exciting game in which running is not allowed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q9IHcKvKOwU
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Opportunities  
for children  
at UEFA matches

Before each of the 2025 UEFA club competition and UEFA Nations League finals, the foundation organised a 
special meet and greet session for children from local partner organisations. Held before the match, this initiative 
aimed to enable more children from our local partners to participate in UEFA’s high-level matches and experi-
ence the magic of football up close. Thanks to the support of the foundation, young fans had the opportunity 
to meet their favourite players, take selfies and collect autographs – creating unforgettable memories. 

One child was selected to accompany the UEFA president onto the pitch during the closing ceremony to 
hand out medals and the trophy, symbolising the spirit of inclusion, celebration and unity that defines 
UEFA competitions.

Meet the children from
the closing ceremonies

UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE FINAL, BILBAO

Ruth is from the Athletic Club Foundation’s Fidias project, which aims to use sport to provide safe and 
nurturing environments for children at risk of social exclusion. Originally from Argentina, Ruth and her 
family moved to Spain after her father passed away. She loves dancing and crafts, and football runs in her 
family too – her mother is a referee.

UEFA WOMEN’S CHAMPIONS LEAGUE FINAL, LISBON

Six-year-old Alice lives in Beja, where the CAIS Association, which aims to fostering social inclusion, has 
supported her family for many years. Her father, Fabio, is not only a former beneficiary of the NGO, but 
now gives back as head coach of the organisation’s football programme in Beja.

UEFA CONFERENCE LEAGUE FINAL, WROCŁAW

Julia, from Trenuj Bycie Dobrym’s football3 programme, commented: "Being chosen is an incredible honour 
– I was so happy and excited. I can’t wait to walk onto the pitch and see the players I look up to so closely. 
It’s my first time in a big stadium, and it feels like something magical. I’ve been playing football for two 
years with Trenuj Bycie Dobrym, and football3 has taught me that boys and girls can play together and be 
just as important. This is the biggest moment of my life, and I’ll never forget it."

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE FINAL, MUNICH

Laura is from Asociación Alacrán 1997, one of the partner organisations of the Girls4Football Mastercard 
project, which uses football as a tool for social transformation and to promote the development of children 
and young adults. She has a deep passion for football, living the game with incredible enthusiasm and 
dedication. She has taken on the role of captain for her age group, demonstrating natural leadership and 
teamwork.

UEFA NATIONS LEAGUE FINAL, MUNICH

Michael, from Stiftung Ambulantes Kinderhospiz, is a resilient and compassionate boy from Munich. He 
has grown up supporting his seriously ill younger brother with unwavering empathy. Michael was selected 
to hand out the medals at the UEFA Nations League final – which he did with pride – as a celebration of 
his strength and spirit. "I can hardly believe it – I get to take part in the award ceremony! This is going to 
be the best day of my life!”

“This is the biggest moment of my life, 

and I’ll never forget it.” – Julia

https://youtube.com/shorts/WYTOWHHY-Q4
https://youtube.com/shorts/ugcn66vBh9Q
https://youtube.com/shorts/qvkUbokgw5Y
https://youtube.com/shorts/P7ZwRF_bk0U
https://youtube.com/shorts/bacMqTd0rCs
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Aleksander Čeferin  
reflects on  
ten years of the  
UEFA foundation

The work of the UEFA Foundation for Children sends a strong message that millions of children around the 
world need help, and we must not leave them behind. It goes beyond UEFA’s deep commitment to social 
responsibility – it is about standing up for the most vulnerable and using football as a catalyst to cheer 
up, inspire and empower them.

Reflecting on the past decade, what are some of the most significant achievements of the UEFA 
Foundation for Children?

We’ve reached almost five million children living in difficult and precarious conditions in just ten years. 
Through 500 projects across nearly 140 countries, the foundation has brought hope, joy and real change to 
numerous communities that needed it most. We are proud of the global impact made, but we see it only 
as a beginning.

Can you share any memorable moments or projects that stand out to you personally?

Two will stay with me forever, both had a tremendous emotional impact. One is the visit to the Zaatari 
refugee camp. Seeing those children there stripped of everything a child should have, including hope, yet 
lighting up in great joy and passion through football was astonishing. Another striking memory is the visit to 
the Aliguma Foundation in Uganda – witnessing how local empathy and resilience take root through football 
was profoundly moving. In both cases, it was a life-altering experience. These children have nothing in this 
world, yet they smile, they play, they sing, they dance. More importantly, they dream. Such sights are impossible 
to see in in other parts of the world today. It is a thoughtful reminder that happiness comes from within.

The UEFA Super Cup has become an annual celebration of the foundation – over the years, you 
have met some truly inspirational young people…

Absolutely. I remember how Loukia, a visually impaired young girl we met at the Super Cup in Athens, 
showed extraordinary courage and grace. And Oliwia, a young amputee we met in Warsaw, inspired us all 
with her strength and determination. I also remember Ali Turganbekov, a boy born without legs from 
Kazakhstan, who gave out the medals alongside me in Istanbul. He told me he would win a Paralympic 
medal for his country in swimming, and from what I can hear, he is today on his way to accomplishing this. 
We can learn a lot from these children and their bravery.

Loukia’s journey:  
A Ball For All

This year’s interdivisional tournament was a great opportunity to celebrate the foundation’s anniversary 
with UEFA staff. The event served as a powerful reminder of how football can transform lives and foster 
true inclusion. 

One of the most moving moments came from 12-year-old Loukia, a beneficiary of the ’A Ball For All’ pro-
gramme. Born totally blind, Loukia discovered the programme’s specially designed mini blind football in 
2021 – a moment she described as life-changing. 

Her courage and authenticity resonated deeply as she shared her journey with UEFA staff, from playing 
with her brothers to representing blind football on international stages. Her story is a testament to the 
foundation’s mission: inclusion, empowerment and recognition for every child. 

UEFA staff had the opportunity to take part in blindfolded activities and inclusive games using the mini 
blind football, allowing them to experience the world of blind football. 

“Football is one sport. The only difference in blind 

football is the ball – the rules, the goals, the penalties, 

the spirit, they’re all the same.” – Loukia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofYFm9yEes4
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How can the wider football community – national associations, clubs, players and fans – support 
the foundation’s work?

We are fortunate to have incredible support from the entire football family, including national associations, 
clubs and players. The support grows daily, from players involved in the foundation’s Dreams projects to 
ambassadors like Ivan Rakitić and Eugénie Le Sommer. For our tenth anniversary, national associations 
have stepped up by organising additional social projects and events to support disadvantaged children in 
their respective countries. What I said for partners applies here, too – the more we work together, the more 
aligned our goals and actions are, the greater our impact is. Let’s keep growing this movement together.

What advice would you give to other sports organisations looking to establish similar foundations?

Take a holistic approach. Start by listening to communities, involving all actors from the beginning – children, 
schools, governments, clubs and national associations – and always think about long-term sustainability 
and impact. Many clubs already have foundations, and seeing even more sports organisations stepping 
into this field with purpose and passion would be wonderful.

What is next for the foundation as it enters its second decade? Is there anything you are looking 
forward to?

Looking ahead, we want to grow our support for more projects, forge new partnerships and create more 
awareness and positive energy across the sporting world to connect with even more children. We’re excited 
to involve more sports entities and continue using football – and sport more broadly – as a force for pos-
itive change.

Finally, what would you like to say about the foundation on its 20th birthday?

Children are a mirror. They reflect the world we offer them and indeed magnify the perspective. On our  
20th birthday, I hope we will talk about how the image of the world we see today has changed for the 
better and that both UEFA and the foundation have grown – not just in size or reputation – but in heart, 
humanity and devotion to children everywhere. With hope in their hearts and the right tools in their 
hands, they can and will build a brighter future.

Is there any plan to bring this activity into our other events and finals?

Yes, absolutely. We plan to expand these efforts to more events and finals, ensuring that the spirit of the 
foundation continues to shine wherever football brings us together.

What did being involved in football do for you as a child?

Football gave me joy, friendship and a sense of belonging during childhood. The game offered the same to 
everyone who grew up on the streets of Yugoslavia. We didn’t have much, but a simple ball, often home-
made, and two rocks on each side of the improvised pitch were all we needed for happiness. I learned a lot 
about teamwork, discipline and morals. The game also introduced me to my competitive nature and how to 
use it for the greater good. Football has remained the love of my life for all these years, and I am privileged 
to work for the game’s well-being.

How important is it that the foundation gives opportunities and hope to children all over the 
world, not just to those in Europe?

Football is a global language, and so is our commitment. The beautiful game knows no borders and it makes 
perfect sense for the foundation to support projects beyond Europe. We believe it’s our responsibility to 
reach out and help every child we can; there are children in need in every part of the world. The world has 
never been as close and connected as it is today, yet people often feel very lonely. Football is a great way 
to remind them how much fun it is to be part of something bigger than themselves.

How crucial are the partnerships that the foundation has forged, as well as support from other 
UEFA sponsors and partners?

Partnerships are essential to our impact, and I am truly grateful to our partners for their outstanding initiatives 
and collaboration over these ten years. Thanks to the unwavering support of sponsors like FedEx and PepsiCo, 
who were with us from the beginning, and newer partners such as the Kaizen Foundation and Lidl, the 
UEFA foundation has grown and extended the reach of our projects. We will continue working hard to build 
more of these partnerships because we can do so much more together.

How should we measure the success and impact of the foundation and its programmes?

Our motto is that every child can be a champion. Not necessarily in sports, but in life. I am delighted to hear 
the inspirational stories of our children who overcame everyday hardships and now envision the future with 
more confidence and optimism than before. The road is still hard, but their success inspires millions of 
other children. And with happy children, communities are thriving. Success is also reflected in the growing 
interest from governments, partners, players and institutions who see our work’s true, lasting value.

“Football gave me joy, friendship and  

a sense of belonging during childhood.” 

– Aleksander Čeferin

“Our motto is that every child can be  

a champion. Not necessarily in sports, 

but in life.” – Aleksander Čeferin
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Junior Camp

	 	 Romania
	 	 European Amputee Football Federation

		        

The 2025 amputee football camp is taking place in 
Romania and aims to empower children with limb 
differences through sport. It offers inclusive training, 
cultural exchange and support for families, aiming to 
boost confidence and social integration, and foster 
lifelong engagement in sport.

Social reintegration of street  
children through sport

	 	 Romania
	 	 Samusocial International

		      

This project supports vulnerable children living in 
institutions, on the streets or in informal settlements 
in Bucharest by using sport to foster their social and 
educational integration. It organises street outreach 
programmes, emergency aid and sports activities to 
build confidence, prevent violence and promote in-
clusion.

T.E.A.M. Project

	 	 Scotland 
	 	 Big Hearts Community Trust

		            

T.E.A.M. Project helps vulnerable children aged 10 to 
12 in five communities in Scotland to transition from 
primary to secondary school through weekly football 
sessions and resilience-building activities. The project 
improves their confidence, physical health and social 
connectedness, and has plans to expand to other 
towns and cities across Scotland.

Life Champions 3.0

	 	 Serbia
	 	 Development Center for Youth

		            

This initiative empowers children in the social welfare 
system through sport and education. It trains coaches 
and organises camps and football sessions for over 
700 children that promote inclusion and help with the 
development of life skills. The project aims to reach 
millions through a media campaign.

We live together, learn and play

	 	 Spain 
	 	 Asociación Alacrán 1997

		          

Supporting vulnerable children and teens in Madrid 
who are facing anxiety, isolation and struggling with 
unhealthy habits, this project uses football and edu-
cational activities to foster life skills, community en-
gagement and a safe, inclusive environment.

Female International Fent Esport

	 	 Spain 
	 	 Federació Esportiva Catalana de Paralítics 

Cerebrals

		          

This Catalonia-based project promotes sports for girls 
with cerebral palsy by running local training groups, 
organising competitions and raising awareness about 
brain injuries, with the aim of increasing inclusion and 
participation in regional and international events.

Perspective  
for the future

Eugénie Le Sommer: Inspiring the next generation
French football legend Eugénie Le Sommer visited the Sport dans la Ville campus in Lyon, engaging with young 
players and advocating for inclusion. As the foundation’s first female ambassador, she has championed the 
rights of women and girls in football, encouraging them to pursue their dreams with confidence. “Many 
women and girls have told me that they gave up football because they didn’t get the support they needed. 
I want to help change that, get the right messages across and try to spread some happiness too. Whether 
it’s through playing, talking or just being present, I hope to help them regain confidence. It may seem small 
to me, but it means a lot to them, and that’s why I keep doing this.”

Ivan Rakitic: Giving back through football
UEFA foundation ambassador Ivan Rakitić reflected on his role and the joy of making a difference. He 
recounted his meeting with Loukia, a visually impaired girl whose courage and eloquence left a lasting 
impression. Rakitić emphasised the profound impact that small gestures can have, and his commitment to 
using his platform to inspire and uplift children. “I know how much influence we footballers can have. 
Footballers can effect change. With only small things, we can make a big difference. Even the smallest 
gesture can mean the world to someone. As a kid, the chance to meet a famous footballer would have 
meant more than anything else in the world. So, to be in a position where I can bring joy to children is one 
of the greatest honours of my life. We have this unique ability as footballers to do something small, and 
yet it can make an enormous impact. That’s my biggest motivation and my greatest joy.”

Looking ahead: Challenges and the evolving  
role of the UEFA Foundation for Children
As we look to the future, the foundation remains committed to its mission: using the uniting power of football 
and sport to support vulnerable children around the world. But as global challenges evolve, the foundation 
must adapt and become stronger. In the words of Carine N’koué, General Secretary of the UEFA Foundation 
for Children, “Our role is to give a voice to the most vulnerable children and leverage our strategic position 
to unite different sectors for greater impact.” The foundation will continue to act as a catalyst, bringing 
together clubs, national associations, sponsors, NGOs and institutions to create meaningful change. This 
collaborative approach is essential to scale up impact and ensure that children’s needs remain at the heart 
of every initiative. Remaining focused on our beneficiaries means listening, learning and evolving. It means 
ensuring that every child – regardless of background or circumstance – has access to safe spaces, education 
and opportunities to thrive through sport.

“  
I came from 
the street. 
Now, I go to 
school and 
take lessons.  
I also play 
football with 
my friends. 
I’m happy  
to live on  
the Busajo 
Campus.

— Mimi, Busajo 
Campus, Ethiopia

https://youtu.be/j90GsczXKWM
https://youtu.be/ayAUE2NB2Xw
https://youtu.be/SR_gUHR-UpY
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Open activities

	 	 Sweden 
	 	 En Frisk Generation

		      

This project offers free outdoor sports sessions for 
children aged 4 to 12 in Stockholm, Gothenburg and 
Malmö, promoting health, inclusion and teamwork 
through football and other games, while encouraging 
community engagement.

Football for Life

	 	 Switzerland
	 	 Swiss Academy for Development

		        

The Football for Life project combines football with 
language development and cultural events to support 
disadvantaged children aged 8 to 13. It enhances 
learning, motor skills and social values like teamwork 
and fairness through weekly school-based sessions.

Sports centres for children,  
young people and their families 

	 	 Switzerland
	 	 Fondation IdéeSport

		            

Offering inclusive sports programmes for all age groups 
at weekends and during school holidays, Fondation 
IdéeSport promotes healthy lifestyles, integration and 
community building, especially for disabled and mi-
grant children.

Football Schools Revival

	 	 Ukraine 
	 	 Shakhtar Social

		        

The Football Schools Revival project helps 30 football 
schools in war-affected and formerly occupied areas of 
Ukraine to resume activities. It provides equipment, 
coaching support and inclusive football sessions for 
2,500 children, half of whom are internally displaced.

Play for Equality

	 	 Ukraine
	 	 Klitschko Foundation

		              

Play for Equality is tackling gender stereotypes in sport 
by training PE teachers and setting up 100 girls’ foot-
ball teams. It promotes leadership, equality and active 
lifestyles through educational activities, tournaments 
and awareness campaigns.

Bloomsbury Communities

	 	 UK
	 	 Bloomsbury Football Foundation

		              

This project provides free football programmes for 
children, including refugees, asylum seekers and dis-
abled children, in deprived areas of London and en-
sures that no child is turned away due to financial bar-
riers. It creates hyper-localised ’football communities’ 
in schools, housing estates and community centres.

This Is How We Football 

	 	 Fiji, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea, 
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tahiti, Tonga, 
Vanuatu

	 	 Oceania Football Confederation

		        

This is How We Football runs across eight Pacific na-
tions and aims to empower girls and promote gen-
der equality through football. It creates safe, inclusive 
spaces for girls aged 13 to 18 to play and grow, while 
also engaging 30,000 younger children annually in 

mixed football programmes that promote gender 
equality. The initiative trains over 800 coaches and 
community leaders in safeguarding and violence pre-
vention and supports emerging female leaders to 
advocate for social change. Additionally, it reaches 
5,000 people each year through online courses on 
gender equality and works with national football as-
sociations to implement safeguarding policies and 
action plans that ensure long-term impact and pro-
tection for all participants. 

New project  
in Oceania

90,000      
footballs 
distributed 
across  
child- 
focused  
projects

“  
What I like 
most about 
coaching is 
that children 
learn that 
with discipline 
and hard 
work, their 
goals – what-
ever their 
circumstances 
– can be 
achieved.

— Patricia, 
Fundlife  
International, 
Philippines

https://youtu.be/jveyhn-dOoc
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Lay’s RePlay brings new hope  
to Chelas

In May 2025, Chelas, a district in eastern Lisbon,  
became home to the first Lay’s RePlay football pitch  
in Portugal. The pitch, created from recycled crisp 
packets, will serve as an innovative, eco-friendly space 
for the whole community. This initiative – launched 
by PepsiCo and Lay’s in partnership with the UEFA 
Foundation for Children, Common Goal, Lisbon city 
council and the CAIS Association – aims to inspire 
local youth through the unifying power of sport.

The pitch was inaugurated ahead of the UEFA Women’s 
Champions League final and symbolises a broader 
commitment to social transformation. As well as pro-
viding a sports facility, Lay’s RePlay will also run a holis-
tic programme that offers participants educational and 
vocational support. For young people, the focus will 
be on fostering emotional and social skills like team-
work and resilience. For adults, the programme will 
include career guidance and empowerment workshops.

The project is expected to engage over 1,000 com-
munity members and deliver more than 1,000 hours 
of activities, creating lasting impact. The CAIS Asso-
ciation, a Lisbon-based NGO focused on social inclu-
sion, plays a key role in implementing and managing 
the initiative locally.

The pitch in Chelas is the 12th Lay’s RePlay pitch glob-
ally and reinforces a shared vision for a more inclusive 
and sustainable future – where sport is a catalyst for 
opportunity, dignity and community growth.

Girls4Football : Empowering girls 
through sport and education

Launched in March 2025, Girls4Football is a three-year 
initiative by Mastercard and the UEFA Foundation 
for Children, aimed at empowering girls aged 8 to 
16 across France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the UK. 
The programme offers free football training, socio- 
educational activities and financial literacy workshops. 
It promotes physical and emotional well-being, helps 
participants to develop life skills like teamwork and 
resilience, and encourages career aspirations in and 
around football.

Participants also enjoy unique opportunities, such as 
accompanying players onto the pitch at the UEFA 
Champions League final and meeting ambassadors 
of women’s football. Girls4Football is a powerful ex-
ample of how sport can drive gender equality and 
social inclusion.

Kaizen Foundation  
and UEFA Foundation:  
A strong message on inclusion

In April 2025, the Kaizen Foundation reaffirmed its 
commitment to inclusion by partnering with the UEFA 
Foundation for Children for the UEFA foundation’s 
tenth anniversary celebrations. The highlight was an 
amputee football match at Colovray stadium in Nyon, 
which featured players from Greece, England and 
Poland, showcasing the unifying power of sport.

The partnership also includes the support of some 
specific initiatives from the Legacy for the Future pro-
ject, focusing on the projects in Portugal, Belgium 
and Denmark to empower girls and women in foot-
ball and dismantle the barriers that they face to edu-
cation and legal rights. These efforts are supported by 
national women’s teams to boost visibility and pro-
mote social responsibility.

This collaboration builds on the successful 10,000 
Smiles project, which gave vulnerable children tick-
ets to UEFA EURO 2024, reinforcing the foundations’ 
shared mission to foster inclusion and opportunity 
through major football tournaments.

SCORING GIRLS*:  
From the pitch  
to personal growth

Thanks to a generous grant from FedEx and the UEFA 
Foundation for Children, SCORING GIRLS* has taken 
a significant step forward in 2025 by expanding to a 
new location in Munich, in partnership with FC Bayern 
München. The grant has been instrumental in cover-
ing essential costs relating to infrastructure, staffing, 
transport and the implementation of events and work-
shops. This funding has also enabled the launch of a 
dedicated mentoring programme, connecting partic-
ipants with inspiring public figures and role models.

Founded in 2016 by former professional footballer 
Tuğba Tekkal, SCORING GIRLS* empowers girls aged 
8 to 18 – particularly those from refugee and mar-
ginalised backgrounds – through a unique blend of 
football training and personal development. The pro-
gramme fosters growth in key areas such as teamwork, 
self-efficacy, resilience, body positivity and social 
participation. Weekly sessions, peer mentoring and 
educational activities help to build confidence and 
community, creating lasting impact in the lives of 
participants.

UEFA Foundation and adidas 
Foundation: A legacy for  
women’s football

As Switzerland prepared to host UEFA Women’s EURO 
2025, the adidas Foundation and the UEFA Founda-
tion for Children launched Legacy for the Future, a 
bold initiative that supports 16 gender equity projects 
across Europe. Each national team selected a local 
project to champion, including one in Switzerland, with 
the aim of empowering girls through football. The pro-
gramme promotes inclusion, leadership and access 
to sport. By linking grassroots impact with the biggest 
women’s football stage in Europe, this legacy project 
is changing the game for future generations.

A big thank to Lidl , JET,  
Euronics, Hankook and adidas, 
who supported us during  
UEFA competitions.

Partnerships 
with sponsors

50  
projects 
supported  
by sponsors

“  
The biggest 
lesson GOALS 
has taught 
me is to 
educate me 
about violence 
against women .  
I want to keep 
learning and 
educating 
myself.

— Wadeline, 
GOALS Haiti, Haiti
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WISH-MAKERS PROGRAMME

Bringing joy through football

The UEFA Foundation is dedicated to supporting chil-
dren facing adversity around the world, offering them 
not only aid, but moments of joy, hope and inspiration. 
For many young people, football is more than just a 
game – it’s a source of passion, belonging and dreams.

Last season, the foundation continued its heartwarming 
wish-makers programme, designed to bring light into 
the lives of children battling serious health conditions. 
Through this initiative, 15 children and their families 
were gifted tickets to some of the most thrilling foot-
ball events of the year: UEFA Champions League, UEFA 
Europa League and UEFA Nations League matches.

These unforgettable experiences were made possible in 
collaboration with the associations Étoile filante/Stern
schnuppe and Rêves Suisse, both of which are devoted 
to fulfilling the dreams of ill and disabled children.

For these young fans, attending a live football match 
is far more than a day out, it’s a dream come true. The 
electrifying atmosphere, the roar of the crowd and 
the chance to see their football heroes up close – this 
opportunity offers them a powerful escape from the 
challenges of daily life. In these moments, football 
becomes a symbol of hope, resilience and joy.

Through the wish-makers programme, the UEFA Foun-
dation continues to show that football has the power 
to uplift, inspire and transform lives – one dream at a 
time.
 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 
SEASON’S FINALS

Bringing dreams to life  
at the UEFA Super Cup

Ahead of the 2024 UEFA Super Cup clash between 
Real Madrid and Atalanta in Warsaw, we invited a 
group of young football fans to meet their football 
heroes in person, creating unforgettable memories. 
Children supported by three of the foundation’s part-
ner organisations – Trenuj Bycie Dobrym (Poland), the 
European Amputee Football Federation and Hope for 
Mundial – had the chance to attend team training 
sessions and interact with stars like Kylian Mbappé, 
Jude Bellingham, Vinícius Júnior and Ademola Look-
man. Some even accompanied the players onto the 
pitch, while Oliwia from Amp Futbol Polska had the 
special honour of joining UEFA president Aleksander 
Čeferin during the medal ceremony.

Creating moments of magic at  
the UEFA Europa League final

At the 2025 UEFA Europa League final in Bilbao, the 
UEFA Foundation for Children turned dreams into 
reality for dozens of young fans.

HIGHLIGHTS

•	 Matchday experience: Forty-five children from local 
NGOs and the Athletic Club Foundation attended 
the final between Tottenham Hotspur and Man-
chester United at San Mamés Stadium.

•	 Player mascots: Ten children had the unforgettable 
experience of accompanying the players onto the 
pitch.

•	 Medal ceremony: Ten-year-old Ruth, a passionate 
young footballer, joined UEFA president Aleksander 
Čeferin to present medals after the match.

Championing children at the 
UEFA Women’s Champions  
League final in Lisbon

The 2025 UEFA Women’s Champions League final in 
Lisbon wasn’t just about football – it was about cre-
ating unforgettable memories. Fifty children from the 
CAIS Association and Sport dans la Ville were treated 
to a VIP experience. 

HIGHLIGHTS

•	 Star encounters: The children met football icons like 
Alessia Russo and Alexia Putellas during a special 
visit to the stadium.

•	 Medal moment: Six-year-old Alice joined UEFA pres-
ident Aleksander Čeferin to present medals after 
the match.

•	 Legacy impact: The event marked the opening of the 
first Lay’s RePlay pitch in Portugal – built from re-
cycled materials and supported by the foundation.

A special day at the UEFA 
Conference League final 

We teamed up with three Polish NGOs – Stowarzys
zenie Trenuj Bycie Dobrym, European Amputee Foot-
ball Federation and Hope for Mundial – at the UEFA 
Conference League final in Wrocław to create once-
in-a-lifetime experiences for local children facing social 
and economic challenges.

HIGHLIGHTS

•	 Matchday access: Fifty children from disadvantaged 
backgrounds were invited to watch the final be-
tween Chelsea and Real Betis at Stadion Wrocław.

•	 Behind-the-scenes access: Twenty children had the 
opportunity to meet the players and experience 
the stadium atmosphere up close as central circle  
carriers.

•	 Mascot moments:
•	 Three children, including two from the European 

Amputee Football Federation, served as player 
mascots.

•	 Nine-year-old Julia, a participant in Trenuj Bycie 
Dobrym’s football3 programme, joined UEFA 
president Aleksander Čeferin to present medals 
after the match.

UEFA competitions

105  
new pitches 
constructed

“  
The most 
amazing 
thing is being 
part of this 
incredible 
team. KLABU 
will forever 
be my special 
place .

— Yaman, KLABU, 
The Netherlands

https://youtu.be/iUXhtnXdbQw
https://youtu.be/kuklGIsJ6no
https://youtu.be/Ct_1qckr1pk
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Children take centre stage at the 
UEFA Champions League final

As the world tuned in to watch the UEFA Champions 
League final in Munich, the UEFA Foundation for 
Children ensured that the spotlight also shone on 
young lives. In partnership with Paris Saint-Germain 
and Inter Milan, we invited local vulnerable children 
to experience the joy of football.

HIGHLIGHTS

•	 Pre-match magic: Thirty children from local projects 
run by the NGOs HÁWAR.help supported by FedEx, 
and Girls4Football, an initiative launched by Master
card, visited the Munich Football Arena, meeting 
players from both finalist teams.

•	 Fan festival: Eighteen children from the children’s 
hospice foundation Stiftung Ambulantes Kinder-
hospiz München played a friendly match with foot-
ball legends.

•	 Matchday moments:
•	 Ten Girls4Football participants walked out onto 

the pitch as player mascots.
•	 Three children from HÁWAR.help served as ref-

eree mascots.
•	 Fifty local children received match tickets through 

Sport dans la Ville and Rêves.

•	 Medal ceremony: Laura, a passionate young foot-
baller from the Girls4Football programme, joined 
UEFA president Aleksander Čeferin to present medals 
after the match.

Prior to the UEFA Champions League final, football leg-
ends came together for an exhibition match. In parallel, 
the foundation organised a charity auction offering an 
exclusive experience: meeting the players at their hotel, 
travelling with them by bus to the stadium, and attend-
ing the match with VIP tickets. A signed jersey from 
the players was also included in the auction. The in-
itiative successfully raised a total of €21,951, which was 
donated to the Stiftung Ambulantes Kinderhospiz in 
Munich to support its essential work.

Michael’s unforgettable experience 
at the UEFA Nations League final

Thanks to the UEFA Foundation for Children and 
Stiftung Ambulantes Kinderhospiz München, 12-year-
old Michael had a once-in-a-lifetime experience at 
the UEFA Nations League final in Munich. This pas-
sionate young football player joined UEFA president 
Aleksander Čeferin to present medals after the match.

These initiatives reflect our mission to use football as 
a force for inclusion, empowerment and joy – espe-
cially for children facing adversity. Through these 
experiences, we continue to show how sport can in-
spire hope and build brighter futures.

UEFA FOUNDATION FOR  
CHILDREN SHINES AT UEFA 
WOMEN’S EURO 2025

As the UEFA Foundation for Children celebrated its 
tenth anniversary, the UEFA European Women's Cham-
pionship in Switzerland served as a powerful stage to 
honour a decade of impact and drive even greater 
change. Through a series of inspiring initiatives – from 
matchday experiences for disadvantaged children to 
legacy projects empowering girls and women – we 
are working to ensure that the tournament leaves a 
meaningful legacy across Europe. These efforts reflect 
our unwavering belief that every child is a champion 
as we continue to use the power of football to inspire, 
include and empower girls in sport and in society.

2025 Smiles:  
Tickets that change lives

We gave young fans the chance to experience the 
thrill of live football, donating 2,025 match tickets to 
disadvantaged children and teenagers from charity 
organisations in all eight host cities. For many of them, 
this was their first time at a football match, creating 
memories that will last a lifetime.

Interactive robots: Bringing  
the game to hospital bedsides

In partnership with Awabot, we are using technology 
to bridge distances. Hospitalised children were able to 
participate in pre-match activities thanks to remotely 
operated robots, which allowed them to interact with 
players and feel like part of the action, even from 
their hospital rooms. Thirteen national teams involved 
in 19 matches connected with a total of 200 children 
to offer them a behind-the-scenes experience.

Mascot moments:  
Walking with heroes

Children from local charities had the opportunity to 
serve as player mascots and match ball carriers, walk-
ing onto the pitch hand-in-hand with their football 
idols. This once-in-a-lifetime experience brought joy, 
confidence and a sense of belonging to children fac-
ing difficult circumstances. The local association that 
benefited from this programme were Swiss Academy 
for Development, Wings of Hope, République des 
sports and PluSport.

Norway vs Iceland:  
Engaging local schoolchildren

Player mascots and official match-ball carriers took part 
in the game between Norway and Iceland on 10 July 
in Thun. For these young fans, the excitement of being 
in the stadium and walking onto the pitch with the 
players of both national teams was immeasurable.

Legacy for the Future:  
Empowering girls and  
women through football

The foundation was proud to launch the Legacy for 
the Future programme – a transformative funding in-
itiative of €800,000 that supports charities harnessing 
the power of football to promote education, rights 
and opportunities for girls and women.

Each national team participating in Women’s EURO 
2025 selected a project in their home country, ensur-
ing that the tournament’s impact resonates far beyond 
the final whistle. These projects focus on dismantling 
the barriers that girls and women face in football and 
beyond – from limited access to sport and education 
to the denial of fundamental rights.

The goal is clear: to leave a legacy that empowers 
girls and women in football and in every aspect of life.

By working with national teams, the programme en-
hances visibility and fosters a sense of collective so-
cial responsibility. Together, we are building a future 
where every girl can play, learn and lead.

Second Life project:  
Sustainability in action

After the tournament, the Second Life project began 
to redistribute leftover materials and equipment to 
local organisations. This initiative promotes sustain-
ability while supporting grassroots sport and com-
munity development.

83 tonnes  
of equipment 
shipped for 
reuse

“  
It was my 
dream to 
enter the 
pitch in a  
full stadium. 

— Karolina, who 
had the chance to 
be a player escort

https://youtu.be/We4fDZrUVJk
https://youtu.be/s13xrORAM0U
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FINANCIAL AUDIT  

This financial report has been audited by Ernst & Young SA according to Swiss limited audit standards. The audit established 
that the accounts comply with the law and the charter of the foundation.

FOREIGN CURRENCY

The UEFA Foundation for Children's financial records are maintaned in Euros as the majority of the donations received and 
contributions granted are denominated in Euros. The financial statements are presented in both Euros and Swiss francs. 
Assets and liabilities are converted at the closing rate, the foundation's capital at the historical rate applicable at the date 
of incorporation and the statement of activities at the average rate for period. Unrealised exchange losses are booked in 
the statement of activities and unrealised exchange gains are provided for in the balance sheet.

The exchange rates used are as follows:

EUR-CHF				    30 JUNE 2025		  30 JUNE 2024

Closing rate		   		  0.936		  0.962 
Historical rate (foundation capital)			  1.038		  1.038
Average rate				     0.941 	  	 0.960

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 JUNE 2025

ASSETS			    	 30 JUNE 2025		  30 JUNE 2024
 				    (in EUR)	 (in CHF)	 (in EUR)	 (in CHF)

CURRENT ASSETS		   		
Cash and cash equivalents 			    638,147 	  597,433 	  994,711 	  956,414 
Receivables from UEFA			    5,684,973 	  5,322,272 	  5,327,225 	  5,122,127 
Prepaid expenses			    303,405 	  284,048 	  60,000 	  57,690

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS			    6,626,525 	  6,203,753 	  6,381,936 	  6,136,231 

TOTAL ASSETS			    6,626,525 	  6,203,753 	  6,381,936 	  6,136,231 

LIABILITIES				    30 JUNE 2025		  30 JUNE 2024 	
				    (in EUR)	 (in CHF)	 (in EUR)	 (in CHF)
CURRENT LIABILITIES		   		
Other payables			    130,719 	  122,380 	  20,000 	  19,230 
Accrued Expenses			    535,343 	  501,188 	  165,998 	  159,607 
Allocated contributions 			    4,975,062 	  4,657,653 	  5,206,910 	  5,006,444 

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES			   5,641,124 	  5,281,221 	  5,392,908 	  5,185,281 
Foundation capital			    1,000,000 	  1,038,350 	  1,000,000 	  1,038,350 
Retained results			    -10,972 	  -87,400 	  -31,262 	  -91,894 
Net result for the period			    -3,627 	  -28,418 	  20,290 	  4,494 

TOTAL FOUNDATION CAPITAL		   985,401 	  922,532 	  989,028 	  950,950 

TOTAL LIABILITIES			    6,626,525 	  6 203,753 	  6,381,936 	  6,136,231 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30 JUNE 2025

 					     2024/25		  2023/24
				    (in EUR)	 (in CHF)	 (in EUR)	 (in CHF)

DONATIONS		
From UEFA allocated to projects		  5,924,000	 5,684,275	 5,942,000	 5,842,942
From UEFA allocated to administration costs	 1,916,249	 1,838,705	 1,896,317	 1,864,704  
From other parties 			   627,269	 601,885	 807,203	 793,746

TOTAL DONATIONS 			   8,467,518	 8,124,865	 8,645,520	 8,501,392
Contributions to projects			   6,525,406	 6,261,345	 6,716,427	 6,604,458
Salaries and social charges			   966,232	 927,132	 1,030,067	 1,012,895
Building and IT costs 			   192,680	 184,883	 178,885	 175,903
Other administrative expenses			   757,337	 726,690	 687,365	 675,906
Administrative expenses 			   1,916,249	 1,838,705	 1,896,317	 1,864,704
Financial result			   5,573	 20,321	 6,267	 25,365 

TOTAL EXPENSES			   8,447,228	 8,120,371	 8,619,011	 8,494,527

NET RESULT 			   20,290	 4,494	 26,509	 6,865  

Financial report
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CONTRIBUTIONS BY HEADING

				    PRIOR YEAR	 2024/25	 2024/25	 CONTRIBU-
							       TION OVER
(IN EUR)			   ALLOCATED	 PAID	 ALLOCATED	 THE PERIOD

30 JUNE 2025		
2015/16
Exceptional donation by founder for migrants	  100,000 	  100,000 	  –   	  –   

2017/18
Call for projects – Outside Europe	 	 20,500 	  –   	  20,500 	  –   
Call for projects – Europe			    38,490 	  24,469 	  14,021 	  –   

2018/19
Match For Solidarity 2018 / Related Donations	  11,016 	  –   	  11,016 	  –   
Call for projects – Europe			    10,000 	  10,000 	  –   	  –   
Call for projects – Outside Europe	 	 2,400 	  –   	  2,400 	  –   
Call for projects – Post Conflict			   22,800 	  –   	  22,800 	  –   
Call for projects – Employability		   7,856 	  –   	  7,856 	  –   
Call for projects – Other & additional budget	  28,960 	  28,960 	  –   	  –   

2019/20
Call for projects – Europe			    114,838 	  72,000 	  42,838 	  –   
Call for projects – Outside Europe	 	 118,963 	  118,963 	  –   	  –   
Call for projects – Other & additional budget	  52,366 	  50,787 	  1,579 	  –   
Other donations			    75,000 	  –   	  75,000 	  –   

2020/21
Call for projects – Europe			    130,367 	  309 	  130,058 	  –   
Call for projects – Africa			    66,069 	  –   	  66,069 	  –   
Call for projects – CONCACAF			    25,736 	  22,549 	  3,187 	  –   
Call for projects – Other & additional budget	  39,667 	  –   	  39,667 	  –   

2021/22
UEFA Foundation for Children Award	  157,890 	  –   	  157,890 	  –   
Call for projects – Europe			    226,397 	  88,416 	  137,981 	  –   
Call for projects – Africa			    12,660 	  –   	  12,660 	  –   
Call for projects – Asia			    8,400 	  8,400 	  –   	  –   
Call for projects – CONCACAF			    10,143 	  10,143 	  –   	  –
Call for projects – AMSUD			    13,480 	  2,000 	  11,480 	  –

2022/23
Other projects – Special donation Ukraine	  3,366 	  –   	  3,366 	  –   
UEFA Foundation for Children Award – Ukraine	  50,000 	  –   	  50,000 	  –
Call for projects – Europe			    221,289 	  157,289 	  64,000 	  –
Call for projects – Africa			    277,000 	  247,000 	  30,000 	  –   
Call for projects – Asia			    38,767 	  38,767 	  –   	  –   
Call for projects – CONCACAF			    65,376 	  43,583 	  21,793 	  –   
Call for projects – Oceania			    114,000 	  114,000 	  –   	  –   
Call for projects – AMSUD			    83,731 	  –   	  83,731 	  –   
Other donations			    32,295 	  28,381 	  3,914 	  –   

2023/24
UEFA Foundation for Children Award	  43,500 	  43,500 	  –   	  –   
Call for projects – Europe			    1,309,238 	  970,486 	  338,752 	  –   
Call for projects – Africa			    458,325 	  318,051 	  140,274 	  –   
Call for projects – Oceania 			    175,000 	  175,000 	  –   	  –   
Call for projects – Asia			    530,575 	  395,764 	  134,811 	  –   
Call for projects – CONCACAF			    91,083 	  32,375 	  58,708 	  –   
Call for projects – AMSUD			    152,145 	  136,145 	  16,000 	  –   
Other donations			    267,221 	  232,144 	  35,077 	  –   

2024/25
UEFA Foundation for Children Award	  –   	  800,000 	  100,000 	  900,000 
Call for projects – Europe			    –   	  964,227 	  1,410,618 	  2,374,845 
Call for projects – Africa			    –   	  731,078 	  689,609 	  1,420,687 
Call for projects – AMSUD			    –   	  84,658 	  126,874 	  211,532 
Call for projects – Asia			    –   	  342,737 	  291,086 	  633,823 
Call for projects – CONCACAF			    –   	  93,525 	  180,019 	  273,544 
Call for projects – Oceania 			    –   	  60,000 	  90,000 	  150,000 
10 Years anniversary			    –   	  660,572 	  339,428 	  1,000,000 
Other donations			    –   	  346,392 	  10,000 	  356,392 

TOTAL IN EUR			    5,206,910 	  7,552,671 	  4,975,062 	  7,320,823 

TOTAL IN CHF			    5,006,444 	  7,070,811 	  4,657,653 	  6,885,753 
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Special anniversary  
branding

To mark the tenth anniversary of the UEFA Foundation 
for Children, a special logo was created, inspired by 
the original design and featuring dots that symbolise 
energy and progress. This anniversary branding was 
displayed prominently throughout the year in match 
programmes, on LED boards at UEFA competitions, 
banners, players’ jersey sleeves and the T-shirts of chil-
dren from local partner NGOs participating in match 
activities. The logo also featured on the official match 
ball of the 2025 UEFA Super Cup, ensuring high visi-
bility across UEFA’s platforms.

Dedicated website section

A dedicated section of the foundation’s website was 
launched to showcase all initiatives relating to the 
anniversary. This digital space serves as a central hub 
for storytelling, sharing updates and celebrating the 
foundation’s decade-long journey.

Congress card initiative

During the UEFA Congress, the foundation presented 
its achievements to representatives of all 55 UEFA 
member associations. Each delegate received a per-
sonalised card featuring a message from one of our 
beneficiaries, sharing how football has helped to im-
prove their life. This symbolic gesture highlighted the 

human stories behind the foundation’s work and rein-
forced our mission to use football as a tool for social 
change.

Joint communication campaign

On 24 April 2025, a coordinated communication cam-
paign was launched across all UEFA and foundation 
social media channels. A comprehensive toolkit was 
distributed to UEFA member associations and foun-
dation partners to ensure consistent messaging and 
maximise outreach. This joint effort amplified the 
anniversary message and engaged a wide audience 
across Europe and beyond.

Anniversary videos

To continue the celebrations, several videos were pro-
duced, including a highlight reel for the UEFA Congress, 
a photo album montage, a clip to be displayed on 
giant screens in stadiums and a feature on inclusion in 
sport and society. One of the standout videos covered 
the visit of ambassador Eugénie Le Sommer to Sport 
dans la Ville, where she engaged directly with young 
beneficiaries.

Watch the videos on our website →

Interviews

Prominent figures also lent their voices to the cele-
bration. The UEFA president and foundation chair, 
Aleksander Čeferin, the foundation’s general secre-
tary, Carine N’koué, and foundation ambassadors 
Eugénie Le Sommer and Ivan Rakitić participated in 
interviews, reflecting on the foundation’s journey 
and its role in shaping a more inclusive and compas-
sionate football community.

Inclusion as a  
guiding principle

Inclusion has been the guiding thread running through 
all the foundation’s activities this anniversary year. 
True to our mission of making football accessible to 
everyone, the foundation has supported and high-
lighted projects that enable every child – regardless 
of background, physical ability or social circumstances 
– to experience the joy of sport. Initiatives such as ‘A 
Ball for All’, which allows visually impaired children to 
play football using a specially adapted ball, and the 
amputee football match held before the 2025 UEFA 
Youth League final, are powerful examples of this com-
mitment. These projects go beyond sport: they restore 
confidence, promote independence and foster a sense 
of belonging. 

Through events, testimonials, videos and personal en-
counters, the foundation has celebrated diversity and 
championed sport as a vehicle for equality, respect and 
social cohesion. Inclusion has not merely been a theme 

– it has been the driving force behind every action, 
connecting projects, partners and beneficiaries.

The anniversary campaign has significantly increased 
visibility and engagement, with the special branding 
featured in major UEFA competitions and events. The 
launch of a dedicated online space and the production 
of multimedia content have helped share powerful 
stories of change, hope and resilience with a global 
audience.

Impact

The foundation’s tenth anniversary generated signif-
icant media attention, with a total of 159 mentions 
across news outlets and social media platforms between 
24 April and 1 May. Coverage peaked on the anniver-
sary itself, 24 April. Of these mentions, 55 were news 
articles, 50 were posts on X and 36 were LinkedIn posts. 

Media interest was particularly strong in Greece, driven 
by the Kaizen Foundation’s sponsorship of the ampu-
tee football match at the UEFA Youth League final.

In terms of reach, the media coverage is estimated 
to have reached 1.87 million readers, with Greece 
accounting for 52% of this audience, followed by 
Portugal (24%) and Argentina (13%). The advertising 
value equivalency of this exposure – the cost UEFA 
would have incurred to achieve similar reach through 
paid advertising – was calculated at €624,000.

Importantly, the sentiment of all media coverage was 
either positive or neutral, with no negative content 
reported. Particularly favourable coverage included 
quotes from the UEFA president, Aleksander Čeferin. 

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION 
OF THE MEDIA READERSHIP

  Greece • 52%
  Portugal • 24%
  Argentina • 13%
  Serbia • 4%
  Bulgaria • 3%
  Others • 2%
  Italy • 2%

The foundation’s milestone was well received on social 
media. Posts on X reached an estimated 1.17 million 
people, with 86% of the engagement classified as pos-
itive and the remainder neutral. LinkedIn saw fewer 
posts but higher engagement, with 599 interactions 
and an even stronger positive sentiment score of 92%. 
No negative sentiment was recorded on either plat-
form.

Spreading  
the word

174  
UEFA  
Foundation 
for Children 
Awards 
granted

“  
Taking part 
in the League 
of Fair Play 
helped me 
find friends 
– and also 
helped with 
my mental 
health . 

— John, INEX, 
Czechia

https://youtube.com/shorts/YkhrGtBNEdY
https://youtu.be/wq594oltHQw
https://youtu.be/DONWyq-adqA
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Call for projects 2024

72 new projects

	26 UEFA Foundation for Children Awards

148 ongoing projects

	Projects implemented in 86 countries worldwide

Children’s engagement

2,612 children invited to attend UEFA matches

15 children’s dreams fulfilled

200 children connected to the stadium using 
remote robots during UEFA Women’s EURO 2025

Reach and impact

794,000 new beneficiaries

5,840 footballs distributed

331 UEFA Foundation kits distributed (five balls, 
one pump, one ball bag and two sets of 12 bibs)

Infrastructure development

5 new pitches built

11 schools and sports facilities renovated

Second life project

1.2 tonnes of equipment shipped for reuse

Financial support

€ 5,064,400 invested in project funding

Community and institutional 
involvement

200 clubs engaged in project implementation

334 institutions involved (schools, public 
structures, and state bodies)

Sponsor contributions

5 additional projects supported by sponsors

None of the projects and activities carried out by the foundation would have been possible without the un-
wavering support of UEFA, our sponsors and – of course – our implementing partners. European football 
associations, clubs and players have also mobilised to make the dreams of many children come true. Together, we 
have worked towards the respect of children’s rights around the world and to support children in their life goals.

Key figures 
2024/25

Thank you!

577  
projects

“  
Thanks to 
Educafoot,  
I became  
very strong in 
mathematics. 
I can develop 
my brain with 
exercises that 
fit my age . 

— Educafoot, 
Benin
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